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because freedom was clearly superior to com-
munism. And we were happy as clams and to-
tally relaxed about it.

Now, 4 years later I graduated from college
here in Washington—2 days after Robert Ken-
nedy was killed, 2 months after Martin Luther
King was killed, 9 weeks after Lyndon Johnson
said he couldn’t run for President because the
country was so divided over Vietnam.

A few weeks later, Richard Nixon was elected
President, based on a campaign that he rep-
resented the Silent Majority. Now, what were
the necessary—[inaudible]—of that? Those of us
who weren’t for him were the loud minority.
That was the first of these great ‘‘us’’ versus
‘‘them’’ campaigns—divide, not unite—and
we’ve been ‘‘us-ing’’ and ‘‘them-ing’’ now for
30 years.

And when I ran for President, I said I wanted
to put people first and have opportunity for
all, responsibility from all, and a community of
all Americans. That was the united, not divisive,
campaign. When we ran for reelection, we said
we wanted to build a bridge to the 21st century
that everybody could walk across. That’s the
united, not a divisive, campaign.

And one of the reasons Hillary decided to
enter this race is that she knew how important
it was not only to be right on the specific issues
but to keep trying to pull the country together
as we grow more diverse, not tear it apart. And
I like the way things are now, but they could
be a whole lot better if we just focus and keep
working and remember to be for business and
labor, work and family, the environment and
the economy; unite, not divide. That’s really
what her race represents. That’s what Al Gore’s

race represents. That’s what the referendum on
what kind of future we’re going to have rep-
resents. And what I want to tell you is, I’ve
been waiting since I was a boy of 17, for 35
years and more now, to see my country in the
position we were in, in 1964, to build a future
of our dreams for our children. And this election
will determine whether we move to that level.

It took me years just to try to turn this coun-
try around and get it going in the right direction
and to stop people from trying to take things
away from you. Now we’ve got a chance to
do something good. That’s what this Senate race
is about. That’s what this Presidential race is
about. That’s what this whole election is about.

And you just keep in mind, people know,
they know we’re right on the issues, so they’ve
got to beat us some other way. And you’ve got
to stand up for unity and progress and the right
kind of change.

I am grateful to you for what you’ve done
for me. But what you can do for Hillary, what
you can do for the Vice President, and most
important, what you can do for America and
your children’s future will matter even more.

Thank you, and God bless you.

NOTE: The President spoke at 12:50 p.m. at the
Hyatt Regency. In his remarks, he referred to
Denis M. Hughes, president, New York State
AFL–CIO; Mayor Rudolph W. Giuliani of New
York City; Gov. George W. Bush of Texas; and
Richard A. Viguerie, chairman, chief executive of-
ficer, and president, ConservativeHQ.com. A tape
was not available for verification of the content
of these remarks.

Statement on the Death of John Robert Starr
April 1, 2000

Hillary and I are saddened to hear that John
Robert Starr has passed away. He was a leg-
endary figure in Little Rock and Arkansas his-
tory. As a former Arkansas bureau chief for the
Associated Press, managing editor of the Arkan-
sas Democrat and Democrat-Gazette, and a
tough-as-nails columnist, John Robert always
said and did what he thought was right.

John Robert was as tenacious a friend as he
was a foe. In good and bad times alike, I always

knew him to speak his mind and say exactly
what he felt. That kind of candor can be strong
medicine, but I learned to respect him for it.
His legion of readers might not always agree
with his point of view, but they read what he
had to say.

Hillary and I offer our deepest condolences
to his wife, Norma, their three children, and
their many friends.
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